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To begin my backtracking, I looked under my kitchen sink and found a pipe connected 
to the faucet.  
 
To find where that pipe led, I contacted Alicia Cahill, spokeswoman for the city of 
Galveston. She arranged an interview with Eric Wilson, assistant city manager and 
former managing director of municipal infrastructure.  
 
They gave me the good news first. The city’s ability to make the water flow has just 
been enhanced through its new pumping station.  
 
On Oct. 1, 2010, the city officially opened the 30th Street Pump Station. The city said 
this “$16 million infrastructure improvement (was) built to withstand future storms.”  
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Contractors tour the 30th Street Pump Station in Galveston in October 2010. The new station 
can pump 20,000 gallons per minute. 

 
This withstanding of future storms part is certainly good news given Galveston’s 
experience after Hurricane Ike. 
 
The new facility will increase the city’s capacity to pump the water to supply Galveston 
from 8,500 gallons per minute to 20,000 gallons. 
 
This answered the question how the city water got to my faucet. 
 
My next question was: Where does that water originally come from? 



 
The first water supply line that brought water to the island was 30 inches in diameter — 
it was installed in 1894. 
 
Presently, there are three pipes that cross the causeway: the original one and a second 
one that is 30 inches in diameter and a 36-incher that is the latest addition to the 
system. 
 
To me, the most interesting of the three is the one laid in 1894. Not only because of its 
history but its future, too. 
 
It is presently not in service but after some planned “minor surgery” it soon will be. Much 
like what is done to strengthen a weak spot in the human circulatory system, old water 
pipes receive a stent — in the piping trade, they get slip lined. 
 
So instead of replacing the old pipe, it is left in place to serve as an outer containment 
wall. Then, another smaller diameter pipe is slipped inside the old pipe. Therefore, old 
pipes do not have to be dug up, no pavement need be replaced, traffic detoured, etc.  
 
In regard to withstanding future storms, two gigantic diesel powered generators are part 
of the city’s water supply system. Each has a fuel supply on site, sufficient to operate 
each for 14 days at a minimum operation level or seven days at full speed. 
 
The other pumping stations are being hardened, making them storm surge proof, by 
erecting higher protection walls and elevating equipment. 
 
This is the good news. 
 
What is the bad news? 
 
There appear to be few incentives the city can offer to encourage residents to conserve 
water. 
 
This has not gone unnoticed, and some innovative ideas are being considered — not 
ready for release just yet, so stay tuned. 
 
I owe a debt of thanks to Wilson and Cahill for the help they gave me in preparing this 
guest column. And we all owe a debt of thanks to Dennis Stark, water supply 
superintendent, and his crew — the unsung heroes who keep Galveston’s water 
flowing. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series on columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


